MLWGS Athletic Boosters

                   March 15, 2010
Minutes
	Attendance
	Rebecca Maguire, Charles Green, Suzanne Bird, Dave Henderson, Virginia Muse, Paige Hawkins, Jim Holdren, John Herrmann, Mathis Powelson, Christie Powers, Kathryn Porte, Blair Guncheon, Judy Wilkinson, Hal Waller, Dave Baker, Chip Spraggins, Trip Guthrie, Jeff Ruskan & Carla Thomas 


	Call to Order
	Rebecca Maguire called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. and February minutes were approved.

	President’s Report
	Rebecca Maguire introduced Mary Jo Sisson Vaughan, chair of the Governor’s School Foundation, and Cathy Howard, a parent and VCU Vice Provost who is very involved with community development at VCU.  Blair Guncheon then summarized the recent meeting with the Grovers that she and Rebecca had and explained that VCU is looking for land to build a tennis center.  Cathy Howard discussed the vision that Norwood Teague (VCU Athletic Director) has to bring the “love of tennis” to VCU and the City of Richmond and also mentioned that there is an interest in Maggie Walker being a partner.  The extent of MLWGS’s involvement is to be determined.  Rebecca suggested that we make no public announcement about VCU looking for land because according to Cathy Howard whenever rumors of VCU’s interest in real estate spreads, the price goes up.  

Rebecca continued the meeting with a summary of Athletic Boosters Nominations for 2010-2011.  There are several positions still available, and no one replied to her after the announcement in Smoke-N-Scales was published.  A brief summary of responsibilities for open positions was given and some positions were filled during the meeting. The following positions are still vacant for 2010-2011:  President, Membership, Banners/Marketing, Fall Festival, Acknowledgements and Auction Assistant.

 


	Treasurer’s Report 
	Charles Green distributed financial statements as of 3-14-10 and noted that $12,000.00 was paid to Athletics as the winter sports budgeted item.  Once the tax return is reviewed by Laurie Pickering, it will be filed and the $1,200 payment will be made to Goodman & Co. for tax return preparation.  Tax return must be filed by 5/16/10.  BB&T CD was renewed.


	


	Committee Report’s
	Membership—Mathis Powelson reported that an additional $2,900 in donations was raised for the Athletic Boosters by mailing letters to those families with winter athletes—she plans to repeat procedure for those families with spring sport athletes who have not yet donated to Athletic Boosters and appreciates Hal Waller’s assistance with this project.  
Marketing/Corporate Sponsors – No report.

Concession Stand/Field House—Hal Waller stated that the Foundation is in the process of writing grants for this project.  Due to the tough economy and the fact that many are asking for money, there have not been any takers yet on our efforts.  

Auction—Dave Henderson stated that the auction was a huge success.  The food was excellent and the auction committee is looking for a larger venue.  The preliminary number raised at the auction is $60,158, with $15,663 going to Athletics.  Rebecca expressed her appreciation to Dave, Virginia and all the families who donated to the auction on behalf of Athletics.


	Athletic Directors’ Report
	Paige Hawkins reminded everyone that spring sports start 3/16/10.  Lots of positive comments about new coaches and lots of good energy and momentum for all the spring sports.  Paige discussed how MLWGS facilities would be used and some changes put in place for spring sports.  Jim Holdren explained that indoor track is over and first outdoor meet takes place 3/27/10 and that the track team is growing.


	


	Old Business

New Business
	Discussed the current status of the new Athletic Boosters website created and maintained by John Herrmann. This website will be announced in Smoke-N-Scales and according to John, the boosters website is near the top of the Google search engine.  

The idea of an Athletic Pass was re-visited.  Per Paige Hawkins, there is currently a pass available for $25 which allows the payer to attend 6 events (field hockey, soccer, volleyball, basketball, and/or wrestling.)  The discussion focused on families with children and trying to establish a policy for MLWGS families with children under a certain age to be allowed to attend sport events for free.  Christie Powers will assist Paige Hawkins in determining the feasibility of such a policy and both would welcome ideas from others. 

A new board position, web site editor, was created.  John Herrmann was nominated and approved for this position and will continue for 2010-2011.

Blair Guncheon shared her idea of sending Athletic Boosters minutes to parent reps in an effort to make parents more aware of what the Boosters do as well as to get more parents involved with the Boosters.

Christie Powers suggested an opening night event for MLWGS teams to allow parents/students and coaches to meet and get organizational issues taken care of at the start of each separate season.  Paige Hawkins and Jim Holdren indicated that this is definitely something to consider for future seasons.     


	Adjournment
	We adjourned at 7:13 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 19th at 6 p.m., in Room 105.
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